
GP MS Finishes 2nd at League  
By Breanna Rath  
 
 The Golden Plains Middle School Volleyball Team finished off their season on 
October 20 at the WKLL tournament held at the Event Center in Colby. The Bulldogs 
placed 2nd, only losing to the WKLL Champs, the Cheylin Lady Cougars.  

Golden Plains had a successful season closing with a 12-5 record.  “Mrs. (Laura) 
Fellhoelter really knows the game and helped us get our heads in the game,” said Addy 
Wessel of the coaches.  “Mrs. (Jennifer) Spresser was good at lightening up the mood–
she helped us keep from getting down on ourselves.” 
 The first match of the tournament for the Bulldogs was against the 
Triplains/Brewster Lady Titans. The Lady Dogs played tough and managed a 25-5 first 
set win over the Titans. The second set ended 25-11 giving the Bulldogs their first win of 
the day.  
 After sitting a match, the Bulldogs were ready to take on the Grinnell/Wheatland 
Lady Thunderhawks. Playing hard and with energy, the Bulldogs took over for a first set 
25-18 win. The Thunderhawks were ready for the Dogs in the second set. Rallying back 
and forth, the Dogs lost the set 22-25 sending the match into three.  
 The third set was an exciting one that kept fans from both teams on the edge of 
their seats. Several hustle plays from the Bulldogs led to a 25-20 victory, sending them to 
the Gold Bracket. “We played really well together,” said Lakin Wark. “We did a good 
job of not giving up and playing through our mistakes,” added Brenlynn Rath.  
  The Lady Bulldogs took on the Lady Cheylin Cougars for the third match of the 
day. GP and Cheylin met at the beginning of the season where Cheylin beat Golden 
Plains 12-25 and 13-25 in two sets. The Lady Bulldogs stepped onto the floor with little 
energy, and the Cougars ran the score up leaving the Dogs fighting from behind. The first 
set ended in Cheylin’s favor, 13-25. Playing with a little more hustle, the Bulldogs stayed 
right with the Cougars for the first half of the set. Unfortunately, the Cougars pulled 
ahead and claimed the second set 16-25.  
 Having no break, the Bulldogs stepped back onto the floor to take on the Northern 
Valley Lady Huskies. GP and Valley played each other two times in the regular season 
where GP claimed one victory and Valley claimed the other. With the first set staying 
close, the Lady Dogs worked hard to pull ahead and take the lead. The first set ended 
with a Bulldog 25-19 victory. Ready to take care of business, the Lady Dogs defeated the 
Huskies 25-9 in the second set to take second place at the WKLL tournament.  
 “I am very proud of how we did this season,” said eighth grader Kadelen Unrein. 
“I am also very proud of myself for working hard to improve on all aspects of the game. I 
am excited to see what volleyball in high school will be like and I wish the best of luck to 
next year’s team.”  
 “We improved so much throughout the season and we ended it really well. I will 
miss my younger teammates next year, but I am looking forward to playing in high 
school,” said Kailee Wessel eighth grade. “We reached a lot of team goals like improving 
our passing and hitting,” added Stella Vargas, eighth grade. “I am also excited to play 
high school volleyball.” 



 “This was a fun season. The whole team continued to improve and that was really 
cool to see,” said Katie Carter, eighth grade. “High school volleyball will be different 
from middle school, but I am looking forward to getting to learn and play.”  
 “Our season went pretty well,” said Addy Wessel, eighth grade.  “We gained 
teamwork over time.  We all improved as a team and we all gained confidence in our 
playing skills.  We gained the knowledge that we can do this.  We are better than we 
think.”  “I plan to play in high school,” continued Wessel, “but it will be a challenge as I 
gain experience.   

“We had a really good season,” said Marisol Perez, eighth grade.  “Our group 
learned and improved a lot.  We improved not only as individuals, but as a team.  I am 
looking forward to playing and getting better next year in high school.” 
 
 


